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Coping in the courts post-Covid 
‘It’ll all be over by Christmas!’ With that famous phrase in mind, we went into lockdown in March with a 

roughly 3-month horizon. After 6 months – and still counting - we all face the reality and uncertainties of 

living with Covid-19 for an indefinite future. The shut-down was sudden and we now know it will herald 

fundamental change. Thanks to the resilience and versatility of Staff and Volunteers, Support Through Court 

adjusted quickly and will continue to adapt to a new future. 

Thanks to supporters who have funded screens, 

PPE and additional IT, we are able to return to on-

site work in courts across the country and can 

safely reopen our doors to people alone in court. 

All our services will aim to be open by November 

and will stay open while the courts are. 

Covid-19 safety measures mean we can’t hope to 

see clients at the rate we used to.  We are therefore 

determined to improve and develop a range of 

services which will supplement face to face work, 

offering remote support by phone and video 

platforms.  

The new ways of working are here to stay, and the 

use of remote technology is already seen as an 

essential strand of today’s court work. As we look 

forward with enthusiasm to the new normal, we 

will not lose sight of our core client group: Support Through Court Volunteers have always provided a vital 

safety net for some of the most disadvantaged people facing the court system, for whom even a telephone 

service can be impossible.  Most third sector agencies are painfully aware that this client group has 

disappeared during the lockdown period. As court business picks up again, there will always be a place for 

the care and support provided face-to-face to people in desperate need of help – we might even be able to 

offer tea again soon! 

The demand for help through the courts will only increase and Support Through Court intends to remain at 

the very heart of non-legal support in the legal world. We cannot do this alone. Thank you to all our 

supporters. 

 

Kerri in Sheffield was first to reopen to clients 
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https://www.supportthroughcourt.org/get-involved/donate-now/covid-19-appeal/


Annual report 
 
Support Through Court’s latest Report and Financial 
Statements are now available online.  
 
Copies are not being printed this year, but we hope you enjoy 
reading it online where you can find out more about the 
people that have been helped through the court journey - 
people such as Tina, a single mother of two small children, who 
came for our help at a possession hearing.   

 

Thank you 
 
Although the Bristol legal walk was cancelled this year, the 
Bristol team was not deterred. Manager Jeremy took on his 
own 10-mile walk, and Volunteer Harriet cycled from Bristol to 
Wells, and back! Together they raised almost £400 on their 
Virgin Money Giving site to help clients in Bristol. 

 
Thank you to our Corporate 
Supporters 
 
Thank you to Herbert Smith Freehills and Signature Litigation 
for supporting our appeal.  
Thank you to the Level Group for joining as a Support Through 
Court Partner. Thank you to 11KBW for continuing to support 
us as a Support Through Court Partner. 
Thank you to Our Family Wizard, Ampla Finance, Stowe Family 
Law and 3PB for sponsoring the Family Law Breakfast and In 
Conversation author event.  
Thanks also to Chepstow Books who are donating 20% of their 

sales on "Under the Wig" and "In Your Defence" to Support 
Through Court.  

 
 

 

  

Events  
‘Coping post Covid- the road ahead in the Family 
Courts’ – our annual Family Law Breakfast 8.45 am – 

10.00 am, 15 October, online, tickets £35 available here  

 
Sir Andrew McFarlane will give a keynote speech, followed by 
an invigorating panel discussion chaired by Nigel Shepherd, 
Consultant for Mills & Reeve and winner of Resolution’s 2019 
Cornwell Award for Outstanding Contribution to Family Law. 
This year’s event will take place online, click here for more 
information and to get your ticket.  

 
 

 

https://www.supportthroughcourt.org/about/news-reports/
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=SupportThroughCourtBristol&isTeam=true
https://chepstowbooks.co.uk/collections/non-fiction/products/under-the-wig
https://chepstowbooks.co.uk/collections/non-fiction/products/in-your-defence
https://www.supportthroughcourt.org/events/lectures-and-webinars/coping-post-covid-the-road-ahead-for-the-family-courts/
https://www.supportthroughcourt.org/events/lectures-and-webinars/coping-post-covid-the-road-ahead-for-the-family-courts/


In Conversation with William Clegg QC and Sarah 
Langford 7pm, 18 November, online 
Tickets are £15 General Admission, £8 Students, Pupils and 
Support Through Court Volunteers. Available online now 
 
We are delighted to host Sarah Langford and William Clegg QC, 
who will discuss their experiences at the bar and their books 
"Under the Wig" and "In Your Defence".  
 
Matthew Parris, Radio 4 Presenter, Times and Spectator 
columnist, will chair the conversation and Q & A. 

 
 

 

Masterclass Series: Preparing for your career in law 
6:30pm, 19 November, hosted online by Irwin Mitchell 

Tickets are £5, and available online 
 
Join our panel of experts from Irwin Mitchell, CMS Cameron 
Mckenna Nabarro Olswang, DLA Piper, The Crown Prosecution 
Service, Deloitte and Social Work England, to receive first-hand 
advice on recruitment and being a successful candidate. 

 
 

 
 

 

London Marathon 2021 

Take part in one of the greatest races in the world and raise 
vital funds for Support Through Court. The ballot is now 
open to register for your own place in the 2021 Marathon. 
Support Through Court has already secured one place in the 
2021 Marathon and will be taking applications in January. If 
you wish to express your interest or would like more 
information please email: Events@supportthroughcourt.org 

 
Fundraise your way 

As COVID-19 continues to affect and restrict planned 
fundraising events at Support Through Court we have put 
together a new fundraising pack full of exciting new ways to 
raise funds whilst adhering to lockdown restrictions.  
 
The new pack can be downloaded online 
   
If you are planning to organise a fundraising activity or discuss 
ideas, please email event@supportthroughcourt.org and a 
member of the team will be in touch.   

 

 

Email Friends@supportthroughcourt.org                           Find out more online www.supportthroughcourt.org  
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